cine.analogies

cine.analogies is a research project on analogical images in cinema; | collect, study and
analyse similar film scenes and present the results in different ways, using different media
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‘different contexts *

* iconography
* media art
* information design

* (folk) taxonomy



iconography

scientific method to identify and interpret motives
(often religious symbols) in visual arts

images are examined on the use of certain visual

elements

the visual appearance of a work is not regarded,
only the symbolic meaning connected to it



The halo, symbol in religious iconography, used to characterize
heroes or mighty or holy persons

When | chose to look for images of ,men with hat, observing’,
| certainly had this idea of the classic inspector in a suit,
symbolizing coolness, respectability and seriousness.
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Cesare Ripa‘s book Iconologia (1593), an iconographic dictionary
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Di Cefare Ripa.

Melancholy, as described in Cesare Ripa‘s Iconologia



The man on the edge of a bed,
in painting an cinema:




Someone overlooking something,
in painting and cinema:




media art

some artist working with (found footage) video

-douglas gordon
-gabriel lester
-thomson + craighead
-christian marclay



In 5 year drive-by Douglas Gordon stretched the duration of the movie
The Searcher to 5 years, the duration of the movie‘s plot. The apperently
still image, presented on a screen in the american landscape, is taken
out of the logical context of the movie.



The Clock by Christian Marclay is a 24 hour video consisting of movie fragments,

where a clock is visible. The time on the screen is identical to real time.



People searching or chasing someone with drawn weapons is another scene,

| considered stereotypical for a lot of (action) movies. By taking all these scenes
out of their context and putting them together in a loop, the suspense effect of
each scene is losing itself in infinity.



information design

-visualization of data

-data=facts=truth*

-Statistic, science

-communicate clearly and effectively, show complex issues in a
form both obvious and precise

-visual language

e.g. isotype, pictograms by Otto Neurath & Gerd Arntz

*by presenting the collected data in a graphical scheme, the information is
taken seriously / we expect an objective result of the research.

In the case of my analysis of film images, this implements that we presume
that in a movie nothing is shown coincidentally; everything we perceive is
wanted and planned by the director (either to add something to the
character or the plot, or for the sake of visual aesthetics)



Global Population Statistics In Relation To Land Area




INFOGRAPHIC INFOGRAPRIG

Data visualization Is a popular new way of shaning research. Here Is a look at some of the
visual devices, informational elemems, and general trends found In the modem day infographic
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The Beatles: Self Reference

An index of lyrical allusions to previous songs

LEGEND

Rlative Duration of Song {0-100%)

it lyrcal reference
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Paint of alusion in song

REFERENCING LYRICS

SONGS ALBUM RELEASE DATES

Gne notch o . ordered by date of recording
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ALY OU NEEDIS TOVE: Sgt. Pepper’s L.H.C. Band released Jun. 1. 1967
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Magical Mystery Tour relssse Dac. 8, 1967
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The Beaties (White Aloum) released Now. 22, 1968
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COME TOGETHER

-~ Abbey Road rdleased Sap. 25, 1969
Lat It Be relezsed May 8, 1970

Michael Desl / ChartingTheBeatles com

infographic, displaying self references in songs of The Beatles
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appearance of planet:
no oscar nomination
1-5 nominations

6-10 nominations

11 or more nominations
oscars won

rising star? (made after 2001)

position of planet:

a) position on orbit, depending
on imdb rating

b) distance from sun, depending

on the amount of times the

movie appears in one of the

following lists or collections:

- taschen’s 100 Filmklassiker,

- imdb top100,

- FOCUS groBes Kino,

- rug viewings 2010/2011

- DVD collections (arthouse
collection & sz cinemathek)

- time magazine

An attempt to measure the quality of a movie with the ,solar system of fame’



Signs for the 5 groups of men
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Pictograms developed by Otto Neurath For the analysis of the lighting-a-cigarette-in-car-scenes | tried to develop a method to cathegorize
the different character types of the smoking people




folk taxonomy vs.
scientific taxonomy

Taxonomy = classification / organisation of objects

Example: observation and classification of stars in
astrology (folk taxonomy) vs. astronomy (science)

-related to information design / data visualization
-> modern infographics are stylistically based on taxonomic
classification systems (as in biology or other sciences)
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Best known form of scientific taxonomy is the
biological classification ‘Linnaean taxonomy’
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reflection

//how does the work change in different contexts?

Iconography
-images are analysed + interpreted on their content, assuming that the scenes

have an universal symbolic meaning. Curatorial approach. collecting and
grouping based on similar content.

media art

-show analogies in cinema scenes by editing or combining found footage
from movies. Experimental character, most flexible, but maybe also most
obvious approach

Information design + (folk) taxonomy

-focus on the graphic design/ the visual attractiveness, more than the content
-movie stills are taken as facts, forming the basis of ,a different kind of“
film analysis. Scientific approach, based on precise research.



